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of tactics. He met with another rebuff and returned to
his camp without modifying their suicidal plan. Neither
the argument of his mistrust in his vassals Mircea and
Laczkovic whom he wished to post in the van in order to
guard against their defection, nor the support given him by
the minority of older members of the French contingent
such as Coucy and Vienne, was of any avail in bringing the
young soldiers to listen to reason. This lack of unity
among the leaders of the "campaign was to lead to their
ultimate discomfiture. The disheartened Sigismund re-
tired to his quarters to arrange his line of battle indepen-
dently and the Frenchmen decided to take the offensive
alone in the hope of reaping all the harvest of glory for
themselves. Meanwhile, news of the imminent battle
spreading in the ranks of the alien contingents caused much
excitement among them. Before marching into the field,
they massacred the prisoners of Rahova, This 'ominous
beginning of the day had its repercussions on Bayezid's
mind and hardened his heart against the culprits when they
appealed for mercy after their rout.1
The order of battle on both sides seems clear. On the
part of the Christians, the French and other alien troops
including the English formed the van. Sigismund, who
had with him the Grand Master and the Knights of Rhodes,
divided the Eastern European forces into three sections----
the centre under royal command, the right wing consisting
of Transylvanians led by their voyevode Stephen Laczkovic,
and the left wing of Wallachians under Mircea.2 On the
Turkish side, Bayezid also divided his army into three
battles, but arranged them in a different way. The van-
guard included the 'Akinjis' or irregular cavalry, who con-
cealed behind them a dense field of pointed stakes inclined
towards the enemy and sufficiently long to pierce a horse's
chest. Next was the, 'main battle' consisting of the
Turkish foot-archery, probably with the Azebs and Janis-
saries. These two 'battles' were placed in a fortified posi-
tion on the slope of the hills at the southern extremity of
the plain occupied by the Christians. Beyond the skyline,
the Sultan arranged the flower of his army including the
fa* 84-6.                                   2 ib., 87, 93.